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suitability of various classes of material to flying in hot
climates.
Another aspect of the situation that has to be taken
into account is the fact that the service was run as a
"service air mail" and not primarily as an "air mail
service." This meant that no specialized machinery
was set up with the express purpose of making the service
efficient at the expense of other activities of the Royal
Air Force, which were legion. Although the squadrons
that were working the Mail certainly gave up the major
part of their energy to the work, there were many other
calls on them. This had the beneficial effect of keeping
their outlook broad, and preventing them from becoming
unprepared for the many varieties of work that might
fall to their lot. In spite, then, of the fact that the
Air Mail was run on the lines of what may be defined
as an important side-show, such a high standard of
efficiency was attained that it was possible at the end of
1926 to hand over the route to Imperial Airways, sur-
veyed, constructed, pioneered, and made reasonably safe
for a non-military organization to develop.
The history of the construction of the route from its
actual inception in June, 1921, and of the flying organiza-
tion slowly but surely fashioned to meet its peculiar
hazards and difficulties, was something of which we,
who flew over it in the latter days, were very justly
proud.
Before proceeding to describe the working of the
route in a little more detail, I should like to say some-
thing about the types of aeroplane employed. The
first of these was the DJH.ga, an exceedingly effective
type of aeroplane for general flying in the desert. It
was fitted with a 400 horse-power Liberty engine, cruised

